
Trooper W. H. Emmott (3rd Royal Tank Regiment) 

Wilfred Hartley Emmott joined up in July 1940 and, in June 1942, he was sent to North Africa with 

the 3rd Royal Tank Regiment (3RTR).  He was one of those who "...cheerfully went to war in tin cans, 

closely surrounded by a lethal mixture of petrol and ammunition”1. 

3RTR saw heavy action during the battle of Galzala2,3, in May and early June 1942, and it seems likely 

that Wilfred joined his unit shortly after the fall of Tobruk, on June 21st 1942.  Having withdrawn to 

El Alamein, 3RTR was reformed as part of 10th Armoured Division1. 

3RTR was heavily involved during the second battle of El Alamein, in October 1942, not only in 

conventional tanks but also in mine-sweeping flail tanks called Scorpions2. 

Trooper Emmott was killed on October 25th 1942, the second day of the battle4,5.  He was buried in 

the El Alamein War Cemetery6.   

His death was reported in the Craven Herald7:  
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